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The Legal Profession Steps
Forward on Agentic AI
Governance

The American Bar Association launches the Autonomous Systems

Governance Working Group (ASG-WG): American Bar Association,

Business Law Section, SciTech, Atlanta, Georgia, April 17, 2026.
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ABA Launches the Autonomous Systems Governance Working
Group

The Risk & Trust Management Committee of the ABA Science & Technology Section and the Cyber and

Technology Law Committee of the ABA Business Law Section have jointly launched the Autonomous

Systems Governance Working Group (ASG-WG).

The American Bar Association’s Autonomous Systems Governance Working Group held its inaugural

session on April 17, 2026, in Atlanta. Co-chaired by Tim Reiniger and Jon Garon, the Working Group is a

joint effort of the SciTech Risk and Trust Management Committee and the Cyber and Technology

Committee of the Business Law Section, bringing together legal practitioners, technologists, and

academics.

The ASG-WG aligns with and advances ABA Resolution 604 (2023), which calls on AI developers and

users to ensure human control, human (including legal person) legal responsibility for consequences, and

transparency and traceability of autonomous decision-making and actions. The ASG-WG opened with a

foundational request from industry: legal frameworks are urgently needed for guidance in governing

autonomous systems.

I N  TH E I R  WO RD S

“Professor Garon and I were very pleased that non-attorney experts from a variety of industries and

fields of expertise chose to attend in person to support the launch. Some even traveled from Italy,

England, and Canada to attend the kickoff session in Atlanta. Participation from non-attorney

experts will be essential for the success of the WG,” said Timothy Reiniger.

TH E  L E GA L  PRO F ESS I O N  STE PS  FO RWA RD  ·  G OVE RNA NC E  N EWS

SECOURS.A I ABA L AUNCHES THE ASG -WG PAGE 2



02

Building Minimum Competencies for Autonomous Systems

In the coming year, the ASG-WG will hold monthly meetings, both remotely and in person, to develop

minimum competencies for autonomous system governance in three areas: data management, risk

management, and operations management. Participation is welcome from data science and IT experts,

domain experts in regulated and other affected industries, and attorneys from a variety of specialties.

Co-Chair Reiniger sees this as a solid approach. “Fortunately, legal doctrines already exist, refined over

four centuries, in property, agency, contract, and products liability law. The problem is not the absence of

legal doctrines. It is the current confusion of whether and how to apply these doctrines to emerging

autonomous systems, including agentic AI.”
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Runtime Authority and the Limits of Identity

Current AI governance frameworks conflate attribution with accountability, and authority with identity. But

identity credentials can establish only who is acting, not whether an agent is acting on a party’s behalf

and within that party’s authority. Identity credentials do not establish whether the action is authorized on

behalf of this specific party at this particular moment. The authority question requires a different

instrument.

For legal accountability to be enforceable, a key governing principle will likely be authorization

exhaustibility: the idea that authority must activate at the moment of execution and be consumed

immediately thereafter. Standing permissions that persist across actions are legally incoherent in systems

operating at machine speed under delegated authority. Each action must stand on its own authorization.
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Three Proposals Before the Working Group

The Working Group will consider a variety of currently proposed solutions to the urgent need for runtime-

action authority governance constraints on AI agents.

Role-Based Containment (RBC). Proposed by data science and informatics experts, RBC entails a novel

Ward-centric governance model built on four legally distinct instruments. The Ward is the party that directly

bears the consequences of autonomous action and holds a proprietary interest in the protected asset. All

authority derives from, and must be traceable to, the Ward’s protected interest, and authority activation

requires live human presence at the start of the governance chain.

Autonomous Action Runtime Management (AARM). A second solution the ASG-WG will consider, focused

on runtime management of autonomous action.
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What Happens Next

The Working Group will soon announce a website page where interested parties and participants can

access meeting schedules, agendas, and materials. The WG will develop a glossary of terms to

harmonize current legal, technical, and business usage of the same or similar terms. The WG will also

begin soliciting minimum competency proposals for autonomous system governance from industry, data

science, and legal experts.

The Autonomous Systems Governance Working Group operates under the Risk and Trust Committee of

SciTech within the American Bar Association’s Business Law Section. Participants so far include legal

practitioners, Direct Trust, representatives from the healthcare and financial services industries, and

academia, including the University of South Florida and the University of North Carolina.

From left to right: Keith Dugas (Senior Technical Fellow, Secours.ai), Tim Reiniger (Co-

Chair of the ABA ASG-WG), and Paul Knowles (CEO, Secours.ai), following the ASG-

WG’s inaugural session at the Atlanta Hilton, April 17, 2026.

Agency-law delegation. A third approach, put forward by a group of experts at MIT and Stanford, advances

delegating authority to AI agents under existing agency-law principles.
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